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system of supervision on which agreement might be reached had been
proved by experience. The proposal that there should be a proba-
tionary period of some years3 duration, which would allow the system
of supervision to be tested before the other provisions of the disarma-
ment convention came into effect, had taken shape in French minds
by the time when Mr. Henderson visited Paris at the beginning of his
pilgrimage, andhe was thus in a position to explain the French views on
this subject in his subsequent interviews in other countries. According
to Press reports, the idea of a trial period was flatly rejected by Herr
Hitler when he and Mr. Henderson had their conversation in Munich.
After Mr. Henderson had completed his tour in the last week of
July, the efforts to dispose of difficulties by negotiation were sus-
pended until September, when the approach of the date which had
been fixed for the next meeting of the General Commission necessi-
tated a fresh attempt to find a solution. The only important develop-
ment during August was the announcement from Washington on the
23rd that Mr. Norman Davis, who had had an interview with
President Roosevelt to receive instructions before he returned to
Europe to resume the disarmament discussions, had been authorized
to support the French plan for permanent and automatic super-
vision.1 It was announced a few days later that the programme for
the modernization of the land and air equipment of the United States
Army had been suspended until the result of the forthcoming meeting
of the Disarmament Conference was seen.
When Mr. Davis arrived in England on the 5th September, an
exchange of views between the British and French Governments had
begun, and arrangements had been inade for conversations in Paris
on the 18th September between Mr. Eden and the French Prime
Minister. Mr. Davis, having discussed the situation with members
of the British Government in London, decided to follow Mr. Eden to
Paris in the third week of September. Mr, Henderson was also in
Paris at the same time and was thus able to keep in touch with the
negotiations, though he was not invited to be present during the
Franco-British and Franco-American conversations.2
Developments in Europe during the last two or three months—
particularly the Nazi pressure upon Austria—had increased the ten-
1	Mr. Davis had already given his general support to the French proposals
when the French amendment to the British draft was discussed by the General
Commission on the 1st June.
2	The negotiations were not tripartite as they had heen in June, and the
principal object of Mr. Davis's interview with members of the French Govern- •
ment, which followed those of Mr. Eden, was apparently to hear the results
of the Franco-British conversations.

